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COMMUNICATIONS. 





“MOTIVES FOR YOUNG MINISTERS TO 
ENGAGE IN MISSIONARY LABOURS. 


Art the present state of the 
Christian church, perhaps no 
subject more deserves our atten- 
tion, or more demands the exer- 
cise of unbiassed feelings and 
judgment in forming our deci- 
sions, than that of carrying the 
gospel to the heathen: especial- 
ly when we take into view the 
character such have assumed as 
have lately been put, into the mi- 
nistry, It will be the object of 
che present essay, in some feeble 
manner, to, make a developement 
of the circumstances of the case, 
in order that we may the more 
readily perceive what sentiments 
it becomes us to cherish, in rela- 
tion to a subject, by no means of 
Minor importance, Probably we 


cannot bring the discussion more } 


fairly before us, than by mention- 
ing some of the inducements for 
us to afford the blessings of the 
Vor. IV.— New Series. 








gospel to the long-neglected aud 
wretched idolaters. 


1. Let us first notice the assu- 
rance which the Scriptures give 
us, that the gospel will finally pre- 
vail. “ Ask of me, and I will give 
thee the heathen for thine inher- 
itance, and the uttermost parts of 
the earth for thy possession.” 
“He shall have dominion also 
from sea to sea, and from the 
river unto the ends of the earth.”’ 
The empire of Satan in this our 
world shall gradually diminish, 
and the kingdom of Prince Im- 
manuel be established upon its 
ruins. The church of Christ 
shall triumph, and * look forth as 
the morning, fair as the moon, 
clear as the sun, and terrible as 
an army with banners.’”’. Nor 


| shall any opposition impede the 


progress of the gospel: the pur- 
poses of Jehovah have been made 
known, and they shall ue ’ 


accomplished, 
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2. The wants and necessities 
of the heathen, are great and 
pressing. It does not require the 
aid of much sophistry, to convince 
the candid and intelligent mind, 
that the heathen is far inferior to 
the Christian world, as it respects 
the common blessings of civiliza- 
tion; and itis a lamentable fact, 
that by far the greater portion of 
the heathen world is sunk in the 
most deplorable state of degrada- 
tion and wretchedness. In no 
pagan nation, however civilized, 
are the means of temporal com- 
fort and happiness enjoyed in any 
degree to be compared with those 
which Christianity affords. But, 
to the Christian philanthropist, 
every thing appears® diminutive 
and trivial, when put in competi- 
tion with the interests of the im- 
mortal soul. The thickest dark- 
ness covers a vast majority of 
mankind, and the grossest igno- 
rance and superstition have un- 
bounded dominion: no ray of 
light divine has beamed upon the 
benighted corners of the earth, 
which are full of the habitations 
of cruelty: souls are continually 
going down to death; nor is 
there. any hope for them, until, 
through the instrumentality of 
missions, they shall be instructed 
in the knowledge of God our Sa- 
viour. 

3. The principles of the gospel 
of Christ, urge upon us the duty 
of promoting the salvation of the 
heathen. ‘ Glory to God in the 
highest, peace ov earth, and good 
will to men,” should be cur mot- 
io, and these principles should 






































have full power over our hearts. 
The blessings of salvation, with 
which we are favoured, should 
have an efficacious impulse, in 
stimulating us to activity and 
zeal, in imparting similar bless- 
ings to others. If we have ever 
been actuated by principles of 
love to our neighbour, the salva- 
tion of immortal souls will lie 
near our hearts. Our benevolence 
will be circumsgribed by no li- 
mits; but our tenderest sympa- 
thies will be extended indiscri- 
minately to the whole family of 
man. As long as the benign influ- 
ence of that religion which we 
profess, preserves an ascendency 
over our affections, it cannot be 
possible but that we should take 
peculiar pleasure in seeing the 
name of our God glorified in the 
preservation of sinners from spi- 
ritual and eternal death; nor can 
it be otherwise than that these 
feelings should be accompanied 
by correspondent endeavours. 

4. The command of our Sa- 
viour, “ Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every 
creature,’ remains in full force. 
We have no reason to conclude 
but that the obligations of the 
Divine commission are still bind- 
ing upon all those who are in- 


trusted with the dispensation of 


the word. Instead of being weak- 
ened by the lapse of eighteen cen- 
turies, they may be allowed to 
have gained additional force with 
the march of ages, and the in- 
creasing wants of the perishing. 
Notwithstanding the apostles 


might have enjoyed peculiar pri. 
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vileges, yet there can be no doubt 


but that the ministers of Christ, }} 


in the present day, ought to have 
a portion of the same spirit; and 
we are warranted to believe, that 
our Saviour, in charging and 
sending forth the apostles, had in 
view all his ministering servants, 
to the end of time. 

5. The promise, “Lo! I am 
with you always, even unto the 
end of the world,” still continues 


for our encouragement and sup- | 


port. Under such a considera- 
tion as this, we should be willing 
to take our lives in our hand, and 
leave the land of our nativity, and 
all whom we hold dear, for the 
purpose of dispensing the ever- 
lasting gospel to the destitute. 
What if trials, hardships, or even 
immature death, await us! we 
have no cause to fear; for Christ 
has promised to be withus. We 
know that the path of duty is the 
path of safety: the presence of 
our Saviour, in the most trying 
circumstances, will afford conso- 
lation and support. We are, 
moreover, assured, that Christ 
will be present with the mission- 
aries of the Cross, to prosper 
them in their labour of love. His 
word shall not réturn unto him 
void; butit shallaccomplish that 
which he please, and it shall pros- 
per in the thing whereunto he 
sends it. When engaged in our 
duty, we may with confidence 
commit the event to God. 

6. As the willing and devoted 
ministers of Christ, we are bound 
to serve him wherever there is an 
opening. Whoever is called of 








God to the ministry, has un- 
doubtedly taken into solemn con- 
sideration the duties which the 
sacred office imposes, and felt de- 
sirous of promoting the service 
of his Divine Master, in what- 
ever clime or nation his provi- 
dence should direct. Without 
such a disposition, we have rea- 
son to conclude he is a mere hire- 
ling. When we engage in the 
sacred functions, we are not to 
consult flesh and blood, or seek 
after the ease, the applause, or 
the aggrandizement of this world ; 
but love to Christ, and love to 
souls, should have more influence 
than all worldly considerations, 
On leaving this seminary of learn- 
ing, and casting our eyes over the 
field of the world, what objects 
will present themselves as of the 
greatest importance? When we 
consider the millions who are 
perishing for lack of knowledge, 
we will form for ourselves a ready 
answer, that the cause of missions 
is that which ought to engage 
our first and chief attention. No 
project is so humane, or so noble, 
or so much requires the united 
and constant energy of Chris- 
tians, as that of evangelizing the 
world. The missionary service 
is more interesting, and presents 
greater prospects of usefulness, 
than any in the Christian minis- 
try. Well grounded and potent 
arguments alone, should cause us 
to disregard these plain indica- 
tions of Providence. 

7. The charge of criminality 
will be justly incurred, if, when 
in our power, we neglect to sup- 
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ply the means of salvation to the 
destitute. Will not the blood of 
those whe perish, be required at 
our hands, when, by activity, we 
might have been the humble in- 
struments in their conversion? 
And who will allege, that it is 
not iirour power to become mis- 
sionaries, and introduce the gos- 
pel, the only way of life, among 
those who have never heard its 
joyful sound? Were our hearts 
interested, we could soon devise 
a method of operation. When 
we refuse to use the ability which 
God giveth, we are justly cen- 
surable, as having buried our ta- 
lent in the earth, and we shall be 
judged as wicked and slothful 
servants. If the work of the mis- 
sionary be considered arduous, 
we should remember that nothing 
Should be too hard for us; and 
that we should willingly submit 
to all the inconveniences and la- 
borious duties which the calling 
requires. We have the plain 
command of Christ, and feel our- 
selves bound to obey; and when 
we refuse to become missionaries, 
let it not be imputable to any 
want of power in us to perform 
the necessary service; and let us 
ever be careful of vainly affecting 
compassion for that misery which 
we have the ability to relieve. 

8. Our hinderances, in general, 
are not such as will justify us in 
forbearing to engage in missiona- 
ry labours. Nothing that we can 
bring to view, has a more special 
bearing upon us, as being young 
ministers. Having but lately en- 
fisted in the service, and not yet 
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completed our studies, our at- 
tachments and connexions are not 
formed. In general, our views 
are directed to no particular 
sphere of labour, and on finishing 
}our collegiate course, we will 
have the wide world before us, 
and will be free and unhampered 
in making our choice. It will then 
be proper to inquire seriously 
what impediment exists, to our 
entering immediately upon the 
missionary field. We shall find, 
that, in comparison with the ob- 
stacles elder brethren have to en- 
counter, our hinderances are tri- 
fling. They are mostly engaged 
in pastoral duties, and connect- 
ed by many endearing ties to their 
respective charges. Although 
young ministers may stand in the 
utmost need of their experience, 
yet it must be expected that the 
missionary cause will be almost 
invariably supplied by those whe 
are young in years, and free from 
the incumbrances of a more ad- 
vanced age; and, besides, the 
morning of life seems to be the 
most suitable season for com- 
mencing missionary efforts, espe 
cially in a foreign land. 

9. The success already attend 
ant on missionary labours, affords 
matter of encouragement. We 
have cause of wonder, and are 
called upon to render devout as- 
criptions of praise to the God of 
all grace, that he has been pleas- 
ed, since the era of modern mis- 
sions commenced, in so remarka- 
ble a manner to prosper the la- 
bours of his servants. Could ou: 





most sanguine hopes have lec 
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us to expect, that, when the de- 
yoted Carey first attempted to 
plant the standard of the Cross in 
the East, within the short period 
of thirty years so many churches 
would have been reared to the 
living God, in the very heart of 
Satan’s kingdom? Well may 
we exclaim, * What hath God 
wrought ?”? It may be considered 
unnecessary to call your attention 
to missionary labours, in other 
parts of the world, which have 
been signalized by similar suc- 
cess. You already know how 
astonishingly the preaching of 
Christ has been blessed to the 
salvation of souls, in various hea- 
then countries. These things 
teach us, that missionary labours, 
among the heathen, are not chi- 
merical. When we hear of so 
many souls, enveloped in all the 
gloom of paganism, converted 
unto God, can we regard mis- 
slonary exertions with indiffe- 
rence? When we have a well- 
founded expectation, that the 
same blessings will be bestowed 
on future labours, as have already 
been experienced, can we withhold 
our hand ? Even the limited efforts 
of our own denomination in the 
United States, have been crown- 
ed with the most happy results; 
and we have the most abundant 
reason to thank God, and take 
courage. Eighteen Burmans have 
been baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and the New Testa- 
ment is almost ready to be put into 
the hands of eighteen millions. All 
circumstances connected with 
missions combine to give us the 


favour Zion has come. 








| net remain indifferent, without 2 


most ample incitements to a¢- 
tivity. 

10. The “signs of the times,” 
give further cause for encourage- 
ment, and indicate that we should 
not remain idle and unconcerned 
spectators of the present move- 
ments among Christians. An un- 
usual excitement on the subject 
of missions prevails; and, from 
its general character, it appears 
to spring from the purest source. 
The endeavours of Christians, at 
the present day, are very unlike 
those of the crusaders, whose aim 
it was to rescue the Holy City from 
the hands of infidels, by violence 
and bloodshed ; but their object 
is to rescue infidels of every de- 
scription frem eternal ruin, by 
means of spiritual weapons, wield- 
ed in the service of the Prince of 
Peace. After the long sleep of 
ages, the spirit of primitive times 
seems to have been aroused, and 
it presents indubitable tokens of 
its being from God. No signs of 
enthusiasm mark the conduct of 
any engaged in this glorious 
cause, to pain the feelings of the 
most sincere and humble; but 
every movement is characterized 
by the calmness and moderation 
of the devoted followers of the 
meek and lowly Jesus. The saints 
are cheered by the pleasing con- 
sideration, that the set time to 
Far be it 
from us to impute the actions of 
any employed in this service to 
Sinister motives. We certainly 
believe that the hand of God is in 
this thing; consequently we can- 
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good share of culpability. Let us 
put to ourselves questions like 
these :— Whence does this gene- 
ral excitement proceed? Is it the 
work of God, or the device of 
man? Is the cause of missions a 
good cause? Is it attended with 
benefit to mankind? If such in- 
quirics are applied with pungency 
to the mind, the result can easily 
be anticipated. If this cause be 
of God, let us not refuse to engage 
in it, heart and hand, lest perad- 
venture we be found fighting 
against God. 


Concluding Remarks, 


If what has been stated be cor- 
rect, we shall readily acknow- 
ledge the propriety of giving the 
subject a solemn and prayerful 
consideration. The arguments 
for young ministers to engage in 
missionary labours, are certainly 
powerful, and can apply to no 
part of the Christian community 
with equal force. When we speak 
im the strain of this essay, we are 
not to suppose that it is incum- 
bent upon every young minister 
to become a missionary; for we 
Know that many are not possessed 
of the necessary qualifications, 
and circumstances may render it 
impracticable. But such instan- 
ces are fewer than we are apt to 
imagine. We should be careful 
test we give way to a disposition 
of regarding this subject as not 
belonging to us, and by this means 
preclude the convictions of duty. 
Jt should be our object continually 





to institute an impartial inquiry 
with ourselves, asin the presence | 


of the heart-searching God; re. 
membering that the same obliga- 
tions, the same Divine command. 
and the same necessities of th 
perishing, still continue, which 
existed when Christ commission. 
ed and sent forth the apostles, 
Were we animated with love and 
zeal, like some of the newly con. 
verted heathen, it would not bez 
matter of cold speculation. By 
pursuing the proper course, we 
shall at least keep clear of that 
criminal apathy which predomi- 
nates so greatly among many of 
our brethren. Literary and theo. 
logical institutions hold an im- 
portant station among the various 
means for disseminating the gos- 
pel. They are streams whence 
the earth must be replenished. 
We know that, hitherto, the 
“schools of the prophets” have 
principally furnished the mis- 
sionaries that have been employ- 
ed; and to these the expectations 
of the church are directed. These 
are-places where the missionary 
flame must be cherished, and la- 
bourers fitted for the arduous and 
responsible service. Let us not 
disappoint the hopes of the Chris- 
tian public. Foreign countries 
undoubtedly have a higher claim 
on us than places nearer home; 
as the number of the perishing is 
much greater, and requires a cor- 
respondent degree of exertion on 
the part of Christians. Let fo- 
reign missions, therefore, receive 
our warmest support. If wecan- 
not find it in our hearts to go inte 
foreign lands, let us turn our 








| views to the waste places of out 
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own country. In every direction 
the fields are already white for 
the harvest, and the need of faith- 
ful labourers is the most urgent. 
The cause of missions and educa- 
tion, presents the most favourable 
opportunities for us to become 
humble instruments in meliorat- 
ing the condition of our fellow 
men. In meditating on this mo- 
mentous question, let us inces- 
santly implore the aid of the un- 
erring Spirit ; and may our united, 
constant, and fervent supplication 
be, “ Thy kingdom come.” 


—_——p>——— 


PULPIT ELQQUENCE. 

In the number of the Christian 
Spectator for May, a writer asks 
the question, why are not minis- 
ters more eloquent? And he has 
with minuteness enumerated the 
obstacles to pulpit eloquence, and 
the means of overcoming them. 
As his views are in some respects 
different from my own, I will take 
the liberty of answering the ques- 
tion, in that plain manner in 
which a layman may be supposed 
to consider it, who has adverted 
to the subject only occasionally, 
and who looks upon it with the 
eye of common sense. 

The errand on which the mi- 
nister of the Gospel comes to the 
children of: men, is the most im- 
portant one within the conception 
of the human mind. The mes- 
sage he brings from the King of 
heaven and of earth, that God 
can be just, and justify him that 
b@lieveth on the Lord Jesus, is 
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| 








—===a 
calculated to excite the most pro- 
found attention, and the deepest 
interest, in the bosom of every 
child of Adam. Coming in such 
circumstances, and on business of _ 
infinite moment, shall we consi- 


der the minister of reconciliation 
/as standing on inferior ground for 
_the display of eloquence, to the 


lawyer, in a court of justice ? Is the 
question, whether my neighbour 
or myself shall come into the pos- 
session of a portion of property, a 
more interesting subject of con- 
templation than the salvation of 
the soul? Is the effort to extend the 
government of law, one that will 
more completely absorb the fa- 
culties and powers of the mind, 
than the desire to continue and 
enlarge the empire of Jehovah ! 
If the business and the enjoy- 
ments of time, can be put in esti- 
mation with the realities of eter- 
nity; if the tribunals of justice 
established among men, can be 
compared with the judgment-seat 
of Christ; then may we consider 
the field of eloquence occupied by 
the lawyer, as being elevated to 


‘the same height with that appro- 


priated to the ministér of the 
Gospel. 

But although the message 
brought by the ambassador of the 
Lord Jesus, is of the most inte- 
resting character, is it usually de- 
livered in such a manner as to 
arrest the attention of those to 
whom itis addressed? I need not 
answer this question; my cleri- 
cal friends will be able to answer 
it for themselves. I will, however, 


|undertake to reply briefly to ‘the 
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inquiry, why ministers are not 
more eloquent, and suggest what 
they should do to become so. 

1. They should frreach to the 
consciences of men. Though mi- 
nisters speak with the tongues of 
men or of angels, and do not call 
up the attention of the sinner to 





the salvation of the soul, their la- | 
bours are in vain, they spend their | 
strength for naught. The sinner | 
must be convinced that he has | 
violated the law of God, and de- | 
serves its penalty; that unless he 
repents, and believes on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, he must perish ; and 
that, without holiness, no man 
shall see the Lord. Unless these | 
great truths, and others like them, | 
are impressed upon the con-| 
science, unless the individual is 
roused from his lethargy of soul, 
nothing will be accomplished. He 
will not flee for refuge to the hope 
set before him in the Gospel, un- 
less he feels that he is in danger. 
He will not attempt to obtain the | 
Balm of Gilead, or apply to the | 
Divine Physician to administer 
it, unless he believes that he is 
sick. He must be made to real- 
ize, that his heart is deceitful 
above all things, and desperately 
wicked. The law of God must 
be to him, as it ever has been to 
all others, a schoolmaster, to 
bring him to Christ. Now it is 
the very purpose for which the 
Christian ministry was establish- 
ed,to declare these truths in a 
clear and convincing manner. But 
how shall this be accomplished ? 
Shall the messenger of God be 














= re 


over whom the Holy Spirit we 
made him overseer? Shall he 


| preach himself, and not the Lord 


Jesus Christ? Shall he prune and 
polish his sermons over and over, 
until their energy is frittered 
away and lost? Shall he be more 
desirous of the applause of the 
critic, than of the salvation of his 
flock? Shall he be afraid 


* To wound 
The sinner’s heart with Hell’s alarming 
sound ? 
No terrors on his gentle tongue attend . 
No grating truths the nicest ear offend— 
That strange new birth, that Methodistic 


grace, 


Nor in his heart, or sermons, find a place! 

Tis best, he says, mankind should cease 
to sin ; 

Good fame requires it, so does peace 
within : 

Their honours, well he knows, will ne’er 
be driven; 

But hopes they still will please to go to 
heaven.” 


There is no preaching more 
popular than that which is plain 
and pungent; and although the 
impenitent man is uneasy while 
listening, yet his conscience tells 
him that it is right; and he loves 
and esteems the minister, who in 
this respect does his duty. If 
asked the question, he will declare 
freely, that the denunciation is 
correct, which says, “wo unto 
him who doeth the work of the 
Lord deceitfully.” It is this kind 
of faithful preaching which wil! 
fix the eye and the ear of an au- 
dience in breathless attention, so 
that absolute stillness reigns. If 
this is not eloquence, I am igno- 





afraid of offending the people, ! 


rant of its character. . 
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9. They should preach their ser- 
mons, and not read them. It has 
been customary in New England, 
from time immemorial, for minis- 
ters to write in their studies, one 
er two sermons a week, which 
they read on the ensuing Sabbath 
to their people. This custom has 
induced, in many instances, a dull, 
monotonous manner of delivery; | 
and it must necessarily produce | 
this effect, to some degree, so | 
long as the sermon is read, The | 
custom I refer to, is by no means 
universal; the exceptions, how- | 


| 
{ 


ever, are not so numerous as'| 
could be wished. If a lawyer of | 
the greatest reputation should | 
read his pleas, there would be but | 
little curiosity excited among the 
people to hear him. If St. Paul 
had preached in this manner,there | 
is no reason to believe that Felix 
would ever have trembled. As the 
minister comes to his people on | 
business of infinite moment, even 
with the offers of salvation from 
an offended God, so he must deli- 
ver his message with fervour and 
earnestness; he must show by his 
engagedness, that he really de- 
sires, and ardently wishes, that 
they may inherit eternal life. Un- 
less a good degree of animation is 
exhibited, his people will never 
vive him credit for sincerity, and 
will pay but little attention to the 
instructions which he communi- 
cates. In this manner his useful- 
ness is prevented, and the souls of 
his hearers are in danger of pe- 
rishing. 

Not only the manner of delive- 
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ry, but the composition of a ser- | 
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mon, is materially affected by the 
custom of writing them. The man 
who enters his study and sits 
down to form a sermon, with no- 


| thing to disturb the deadness of 


the scene, will feel dull himself, 
and will therefore be miserably 
prepared to give fire and vitality 
to his thoughts. He may per- 
haps consult some “old divine,” 
who has published a treatise, or 
sermon, on the subject he is con- 
sidering, and try to raise his own 
heat by lighting his taper ata fire 
which never burned clearly, and 
which has long been extinguish- 
ed; he may take down his com- 
mon-place book, and look out and 
copy those passages which were 
selected for a well turned period, 
or supposed originality of thought, 
for a pretty conceit, or a hand- 
some figure; but after all has 
been done, the sermon he has 
manufactured, will be full of 


Trite, moral sea-saws, dull as old. 


But instead of this phlegmatic 
manner of composing his sermon, 
let the minister, after choosing 
his text, arrange in natural order 
the several divisions; let the ske- 
leton be distinctly marked out 
and written down; a few of the 
leading thoughts, also, can be add- 
ed, if it is desired. Let the whole 
plan be comprehended, and be 
familiar to the mind, and become 
the subject of. thought. The bones 
and sinews will in this way be 
formed, and clearly seen, and 
easily referred to; then, when he 
comes before the congregation, 
the sight of several hundred ot 
7K 
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his brothers and sisters of the 
human family, who must shortly 
come into the ark of safety, or 
perish for ever ; the amazing im- 
portance of the message he bears, 
as the servant of the Lord Jesus; 
and his own personal responsibi- 
lity to deliver the whole counscl 
of God; will give life and anima- 
tion to his manner, and vigour 
and pungency to his thoughts. 
He will now be more solicitous to 
save the souls of his flock, to 
guide them into the straight and 
narrow path which leadeth unto 
life, than he will be to search out 
for particular modes of phrase- 
ology, or exhibit the beauties of 
style. With a heart warmed by 
love to God, and a benevolence 
brought into active exertion by 
the circumstances in which he is 
now placed, he will find no diffi- 
culty in filling up the sermon. It 
will no longer be bones and 
sinews merely, but it will be 
clothed with flesh, and put on the 
appearance of the living man. He 
will,in this manner, speak asa 
dying man unto dying men; and 
if his flock be not saved, he will 
have delivered his own soul. 
Where ministers preach in this 
manner, we do not find the audi- 
ence regularly, at tlhe commence- 
ment of the discourse, composing 
themselves to sleep; but where 
the common-place book furnishes 
the materials for the sermon, a 
bap seems to be a matter of 
course. And shall it be asked 
which of these methods is pro- 
ductive of the most eloquence ; 
‘et the success attending them 


———— 


| give the answer. One of the most 
eloquent and successful preachers 


, have known, was in the habit 


‘for many years of preaching ex. 


temporaneously He studied his 
sermons thoroughly, but set down 
|upon paper nothing except the 
text, and the general divisions and 
| sub-divisions of the discourse. A 
preacher, now living, well known 
in this state,commits nothing to 
paper, but delivers his sermon in 
a regular, methodical manner, in- 
attentive to the elegancies of style, 
but abounding in pungent appeals 
to the conscience, and affectionate 
exhortations to the heart: in this 
way he excites the attention of an 
audience, to a degree of intensity 
which no written discourse, read 
in the happiest manner, ever ac- 
complishes. 

By omitting to address the con- 
sciences of their hearers, and in- 
stead of this course, spending 
their strength in attempts, merely 
to enlighten and convince the un. 
derstanding ; and by reading theiz 
discourses, instead of preaching 
them, ministers are perhaps in 
danger of losing their own spi- 
ritual mindedness, and may not 
sufficiently consider what the} 
declared to be their belief at the 
time of their ordination, that they 
were, in their own view, moved by 
the Holy Spirit, to take upor 
themselves the office of a minister. 
They may almost forget, tha‘ 
every individual under their mi- 
nistry, has an immortal sou}, 
which must be saved or lost; and 
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that each one is moving on with 
' the swiftness ef time to the jude 
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ment-seat of Christ. 


is to be done must be done 
quickly ; that whatsoever they do, 
they are commanded to do it with 
their might; that the day is soon 
coming, when they will be called 
upon to give an account of their 
stewardship ; and that for every 
soul committed to their care, who 
is finally lost through their indo- 
lence, or indifference to their Mas- 
ter’s cause, they must on that day 
render a reason which shall be sa- 
tisfactory to the Judge of quick 
and of dead, or they must abide 
the consequences of his displea- 
sure. 


Christian Spectator. 
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A FEW INSTANCES OF MODERN LON- 
GEVITY. 


The days of our years are three- 
score years and ten; and if, by 
reason of strength they be fourscore 
years, yet is their strength labour 
and sorrow ; for itis soon cut off, 
and we fly away.—Psalm xc. 10. 


In the year 1790 I knew a wo- 
man in the city of Bristol, Mrs. 
Somerhill, then in the 106th year 
ofher age. She read the smallest 
print without spectacles, and 
never had used any helps to de- 
cayed sight. When she could 
not go any longer to a place of 
worship, through the weakness 
of her limbs, she was accustomed 
to read over the whole service of 
the church, for each day of the 
year as it occurred, with all the 
Lessons, Pegima, We. 


They may | 
not sufficiently consider, that what | 


been from its commencement, a 
member of the Methodist Socie- 
ty; heard Mr. John Wesiey the 
first sermon he preached when he 
visited Bristol in 1739; and-was 
so struck with his clear manner 
of preaching the doctrine of justi- 
fication through faith, that, for the 
benefit of hearing one more sermon 
from this apostolic man, she fol- 
lowed him on foot to Portsmouth, 
a journey of one hundred and 
twenty-five miles! On my last 
visit to her in the above year, I 
was admitted by a very old decre- 
fit woman, then a widow of 2e- 
venty-five years of age, and the 
youngest daughter of Mrs. So- 
merhill. I found the aged wo- 
man’s faculties strong and vigo- 
rous, and her eyesight unimpair- 
ed, though she was then confined 
to her bed, and was hard of hear- 
ing. She died rejoicing in God, 
in the following year. 

Thomas Parr, of Winnington 
in Shropshire, far outlived the 
term as set down in the Psalm. 
At the age of eighty-cight he mar- 
ried his first wife, by whom he 
had two children. At the age of 
one hundred and two he fell in 
love with Catharine Milton, by 
whom he had an wulegitimate 


| child, and for which he did pe- 


nance in the church! At the age 
of one hundred and twenty he 
married a widow woman; and 
when he was one hundred and 
thirty could perform any opera- 
tion of husbandry. He died at the 
age of one hundred and fifty-two, 
A. D. 1635. He had seen ten 








She had }! 


kings and queens of England 





















































































256 


THE LATTER DAY LUMINAKLY. 





——— 





Thomas Damme, of Leighton, 
near Minshul, in Cheshire, lived 
one hundred and fifty-four years, 
and died A. D. 1648. 

Agnes Shuner is another in- 
stance. She lived at Camberwell 
in Surrey; her husband, Richard 
Shuner, died in 1407, whom she 
survived ninety-two years. She 
died in 1499, aged one hundred 
and nineteen years. 

The Countess of Desmond in 
Treland. On the ruin of the house 
of Desmond, she was obliged at 
the age of one hundred and forty 
to travel from Bristol to London 
to solicit relief from the Court, 
being then reduced to foverty. 
She renewed her teeth ¢wo or 
three times; and died in 1612, 
aged one Aundred and forty-five 
years. 

Henry Jenkins, of Elierton upon 
Swale, in Yorkshire, was sent 
when a boy of about ¢welve years 
of age, with a cart load of arrows 
to Northallerton, to be employed 
in the battle of Flodden Field, 
which was fought September 9, 
1513. Hewasa fisherman; and 
often swam in the rivers when he 
was more than one hundred years 
of age! Hedied A. D. 1670, being 
then one Aundred and sixty-nine 
years of age! 

I shall add one foreigner, Peer 
Toston, a peasant of Temiswar, in 
Hungary. The remarkable lon- 
gevity of this man exceeds the 
age of Isaac five years; of déra- 
dam ten; falls short of Terah’s, 
Abraham’s father, twenty ; and 
exceeds that of Vahor, Abraham’s 
grandfather, thirty-seven years. 
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He died A, D, 1724, at the extra- 
ordinary age of one hundred and 
eighty-five ! 


Clarke’s Commentary, 
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REVIEW 
Of the Palestine Mission, with some hist; 
rical facts relative to Western Asia, 
N°. III. 


Jerusalem, . 


Tue city Jerusalem is situated 
in Judea, 31° 45’ north, and 35° 
30’ east, from London. It is first 
| mentioned in Gen. xiv. 18, under 
, the name of Salem, which signi- 
fies peace, One author says that 

Jerusalem was founded in the 
year of the world 20238, by the 

royal priest Melchisedec.* A de- 
| gree of obscurity, however, rests 
| upon its origin and early history. 
|About fifty years after the settle- 
| ment of Abraham in the “ goodly 
| land,” the city was taken by the 
| Jebusites, who erected on Mount 
| Sion a fortress, which they called 
| Jebus, from the name of their fa- 
ther, asonof Canaan. The whole 
city then received the appellation 
of Jerusalem, which signifies wvi- 
sion of peace. Joshua made him- 
self master of the lower town, in 





the first year after his arrival in 
the land of promise. He put to 
death king Adonibezek, and the 
four kings of Hebron, Jarmuth, 
Lachish, and Eglon. The Jebu- 
sites still retained possession of 
the upper town, or citadel of Je 
bus, and kept it till they wer¢ 
driven out by David, 824 years 
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* Chateaubriand’s Travels in Palestine, London 
editiou, 30°. . = 
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after their entrance into ie city. I 


David made additions to the for- | 


in the temple. Ptolemy, the son 
of Lagus, made himself master of 


tress of Jebus, and gave ithis own Jerusalem, and kept it for some 
name. He erected also on Mount | time subject to the [Egyptian 
Sion a palace, and a tabernacle { yoke. 

for the reception of the ark of the 


covenant. 
Solomon enlarged the Holy | 
fity. He built the first temple, |; my Evergetes. 


Antiochus the Great retook the 


} city from the Egyptian monarchs, 


| and afterwards ceded it to Ptole- 
Antiochus Epi- 


the grandeur and magnificence of | phanes, that relentless scourge of 


which are described in Scripture, | 
and by Josephus, the historian. | 
Vive years after Solomon’s death, 





Sesac, king of Egypt, attacked | 
Rehoboam, and took and plunder- , ty to their country, and defended 


ed Jerusalem, 


the Jews, again plundered the 
city, and erected in the temple a 
statue to Jupiter Olympus. 

‘The Maccabees restored liber- 


it against the kings of Asia. 


It was pillaged one hundred || When the Romans became mas- 
vears afterwards by Joash, king | ters of the East, Pompey hasten- 


of Israel. Conquered by the As-} 
syrians, Manasseh, king of Ju-| 
dah, was carried away captive to | 
Babylon. At last, during the) 
reign of Zedekiah, Nebuchadnez- | 
zar razed the city to its very foun- 
dations, burned the temple, and 
transported the Jews to the land 
of Nimrod. “Sion,” says Jere- 
miah, * shall be ploughed like a 
field.” 

Four hundred and seventy- 
seven years had elapsed from the 
time of David to Zedekiah, and 
the city had been governed by 
seventeen kings. 

After the seventy years’ capti- 
vity, Zerubbabel began to rebuild 
the temple and the city. This 
work, after an interruption of 
some years, was successfully pro- 
secuted and completed by Esdras 
_Ezra] and Nehemiah. 

Alexander the Great visited 
Jerusalem in the year of the 





world 3583, and offered sacrifices | 





ed to Jerusalem, and being admit- 
ted into the city, besieged and 
took the temple. Crassus ab- 
stained not from plundering this 
august monumient, which the vic- 


|torious Pompey had respected. 


The Parthians afterwards invad- 
ed Judea, and triumphantly en- 
tered Jerusalem. After they had 
evacuated the city, Herod the 
Great, son of Antipater, left ip 
undisputed possession of Jerusa- 


‘lem, filled it with splendid edi 


| fices. During the reign of this 





prince, Christ came into the 
vorld. It was Herod Antipas, 
his son, whe ordered John the 
Baptist to be beheaded, and who 
sent Christ to Pilate. This te- 
trarch was afterwards exiled to 
Lyans, in France, by Caligula, a 
tyrant emperor of Rome. On the 
death of Agrippa, a grandson of 
Herod the Great, the same before 
whom Paul spoke, Judea was re- 
duced into a Roman province, 
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The Jews having revolted against 
their masters, Titus, the son of 
Vespasian, besieged and took 
Jerusalem. During this siege 
200,000 Jews perished by famine. 
From the 14th of April to the Ist 
of July, in the year 71 of the 
Christian era, 115,180 dead bo- 
dies were carried out of Jerusa- 
lem by one single gate. Accord- 
ing to Josephus, the inhabitants 
were in the greatest extremities 
of suffering. A mother devoured 
her child. 1,100,000 Hebrews pe- 
vished in the city, and about 
240,000 in the rest of Judea. 
99,200 were taken prisoners of 
war, some of whom were doomed 
to labour at the public works, and 
others reserved for the triumph 
of Titus. The women and chil- 
dren were sold at auction. The 
blood of the just Jesus was sold 
at Jerusalem for money, and the 
people cried, “ His blood be upon 
ourselves and uponour children.” 
God heard this wish of the Jews, 
and for the last time he answered 
their prayer; after which he 
turned away his face from the 
land of promise, and chose for 
himself another people. 

‘The temple was burned thirty- 
eight years after the death of 
Christ; so that many of those 
who heard the prediction of our 
Saviour, might also have wit- 
nessed its fulfilment. 

The remnant of the Jewish na- 
tion having again rebelled, Adrian 
completed the destruction of what 
‘Titus had left standing, in ancient 
Jerusalem. On the ruins of the 











cjtv of David, he built another! 


mead 
town, to which he gave the name 
of #£lia Capitolinia. He forbade 
the Jews to enter it upon pain of 
death, and caused the figure of 2 
hog,* in sculpture, to be placed 
on one of the principal gates, 
Gregory Nazianzen, nevertheless 
relates, that they were permitted 
to enter Alia once a year, to give 
vent to their sorrows; and Jerome 
adds, that they were forced to 
purchase, at an exorbitant price, 
the right of shedding tears over 
the ashes of their country. About 
600,000 Jews perished by the 
sword, in the war under Adrian. 
In the persecutions and ravages 
of the Roman emperors, Hebrews 
and Christians suffered promis- 
cuously. In the fourth cenury, 
Constantine and his mother He- 
lena, repaired to Jerusalem, made 
diligent search for the holy places, 
and built the magnificent church 
of the Holy Sepulchre on Calvary. 
The superstitious people pointed 
Helena to the places where they 
pretended Christ had wrought 
his miracles, and done many other 
wonderful acts. Chapels, orato- 
ries and altars, by degrees, mark- 
ed most of these places; and 
many of them, either entire or in 
ruins, still remain the monuments 
of a magnificent bigotry. 

Julian the Apostate, in order to 
give the lie to our Saviour’s pro- 
phecy, collected the scattered 
Jews, and resolved to rebuild the 
temple. But authentic history 
informs us, that he was prevented 








* On account of the aversion of the Jews to that 
animal, Adrian could not have adopted 2 more 
efficicat method to cxasperate them 
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by earthquakes, pestilence, and | 
other calamities. Globes of fire | 
issued from the half-excavated 
foundations, dispersed the labour- 
ers, and prevented the accom- 
plishment of his design.* 
Jerusalem was taken by Cos- 
roes, king of Persia, in the year 
of Christ 613. The Jews, scat- 
tered over Judea, purchased of 
that prince 90,000 Christian pri- | 
soners, whom they put to death. | 
In 627 the city was taken from | 





Cosroes, by MHeraclius. Nine | 
years afterwards, the Caliph 


Omar, the third in succession 
from Mahomet, took Jerusalem, 
after a siege of four months, and 
Palestine passed under the Sara- 
cen yoke. For four hundred 
years the city was alternately ta- 
ken and retaken, plundered and 
ravaged by different tribes of bar- 
barians, issuing from the sands of 
Arabia, Lybia, and Cyrene. 

At the close of the eleventh 
century commenced the enthusi- 
astic and mad expeditions of the 
Crusades. As military enter- 
prises, they were doubtless fa- 
vourable to the progress of sci-} 
ence and civ@lization. They weak- 
ened the Mahomedan hordes; 
they saved Europe from intestine 
wars, and opened an outlet for 
that excess of population which 
sooner or later occasions the 
ruin of states. But asa religious | 
undertaking, never were people | 
more infuriate and more murder- 





* Dr. Warburton has collected the evidence of 
*hisfact,and produced many arguments to prove it | 








the special intervention of Divine Provideree. 


‘ous in their dispositions than the 
multitudes who crowded to the 
Holy Land to butcher the enemies 
of the Cross, and immolate them- 
selves on the altar of superstitious 
folly. 

Godfrey, at the head of his 
host, appeared on the frontiers of 
Palestine in the year 1099. He 
was accompanied by “ Peter the 
Hermit,” with his pilgrim’s staff. 
On the 12th of July they lifted on 
the walls of Jerusalem the banner 
of the crucifix. About the year 
1145 was the second crusade. 
Saladin, a Saracen sultan, retook 
the city from the Christians in 
1188. After this were three more 
crusades, all bloody, unfortunate, 
and destructive. Heaven over- 
ruled these frenzied wars for 
the accomplishment of His own 
purposes, and for the advance- 
ment of true religion. The ill 
success of the crusaders was a. 
fatal blow to the power and inte- 
rest of the Pope, who calculated 
upon them for his own aggran- 
dizement. The arm of persecu- 
tion lost much of its nerve, and 
soon after the church came up 
from the wilderness, and stood 
triumphant, disenthrailed from 
the relentless grasp of papal ty- 
ranny. 

Since the Holy Wars, Jerusa- 
lem has been subject to Egypt, 
the Circassian Mamelukes, and 
Turkey, though other nations 
have found permission to visit the 
renowned city; and numerous 
pilgrims, by paying the exorbi- 
tant tribute demanded by the 
pachas and acas, have been snf- 
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fered to worship iu the churches 
and convents. 

Many yet believe, on the autho- 
rity of certain trite sarcasms, that 
the city Jerusalem was in a mise- 
rable little valley, and wholly un- 
worthy of the pompous name 
with which it was dignified. The 
whole of the sacred scriptures, 
the Pagan authors, as Theophras- 
tus, Strabo, Pliny, Pausanius, Ta- 
citus, and several others—the 
Jewish writers, as Josephus and 
the compiler of the Talmud—the 


Arabian historians and geogra- | 
| tlan nations repair to Jerusalem 


phers—the travellers in Palestine, 
from the earliest times down to 
the present day, unanimously 


bear testimony to the fertility of| 


Judea. It is now, however, ste- 
rile and unproductive. Could it 
appear surprising, if so fruitful a 
country had become barren, after 
such repeated devastations. Se- 
- venteen times has Jerusalem been 


taken and pillaged; millions of | 


men have been slaughtered with- 
in its walls; and still the massa- 
cre continues, for not a year 
passes but some rapacious cadi 
sends his Janissaries to bathe 
their scimitars, indiscriminately, 
in the blood of Jew and Christian, 
and plunder their goods for his 
own use. No other city has ex- 
perienced such a fate. 


tisement is capable of expiating. 
This city rejected the message of 
heavenly mercy, and murdered 
the Prince of Life. For this, it is 
dbtterly cursed. 
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This pro- | 
tracted and almost supernatural | 
punishment announces unexam- | 
pled guilt—guilt which no chas- | 


“In this coun-! 


! 
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fire and sword, the uncultivated 
land has lost that fertility which 
it derived from human toil; the 
springs have been buried beneath 
heaps of rubbish; the soil of the 
mountains being no longer kept 
up by the industry of the vine- 
dresser, has been buried down 
into the vallies; and the emi- 
nences, once covered with woods 
of sycamore, now present to view 
nought but parched and barren 
hills.’’* 


Pilgrims from almost all Chris- 


to view the sacred relics, and do 
homage on that Calvary where 
was crucified the “ Lord of life and 
glory.””’ Numerous monks keep 
the churches and convents, where 
they are supported by the charity 
of their brethren abroad. They are 
kind and hospitable to strangers. 
The pacha not unfrequently 
makes exorbitant demands upon 
them, and they must pay, or their 
heads are severed and borne 
through the streets as a terror to 
others. 

The houses of Jerusalem are 
heavy, squate mass¢s, very low, 
without peters, windows. 
They have flat terraces or domes 
on the top. The steeples of the 
churches, the minarets of the 
mosques, the summits of the few 
cypresses, and the clumps of no- 
pals, are so interspersed as to in- 
terrupt in some degree the te- 
dious uniformity of the place. 
The streets are narrow and un- 





* Chateaubriand’s Travels in Palestine, &e. 322 


try, consigned to the ravages of 








abject wretchedness. Seventeen 
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paved, the ground very unequal, 
and the traveller walks among 
clouds of dust and loose stones. 
In this deicide city little noise is 
heard except the. galloping of |! 
steeds; it is the Janissary who) 
brings the head of the Bedouin, | 
or returns from plundering the 
unhappy Fellah. 

In Jerusalem are still some 
Jews. They are a_ proscribed 
community, and live in the most 








times have the seed of Abraham 
witnessed the destruction of their 
city of feace, yet nothing can dis- 
courage them, nothing can pre- 
vent them from turning their faces 
toward Sion. They expect a king 
vho is to deliver them from slave- 
ry and cruel oppression. Crush-; 
ed by the cross that condemns 
them, they know not why God’s 
ancient people are thus cursed ; 
but continue in their deplorable 
infatuation. The Persians, Greeks, 
and Romans, are swept from the 
earth; but a petty tribe, whose 
origin preceded that of those great 
nations, still exists, unmixed 
among the ruins of its native 
land. Here the character of a 


‘ 


| 
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miracle is legibly impressed. 


In this Jerusalem of the Turks, 
the seventeenth shadow of the 
primitive city, the indefatigable 
Parsons tapght “ Jesus, and him | 
crucified.” Here he visited the 
holy places, witnessed the ser- 


, vices of the holy week, conversed 


with pilgrims from different na- 
tions, and distributed Bibles and 
tracts. dm Jerusalem are 11 
mosques, 5 synagogues, and 20 
monasteries, belonging to differ- 
ent sects and denominations. Mr. 
Parsons had contemplated pass- 
ing the heat of summer on Mount 
Lebanon. But on account of the 
civil commotions among the 
hordes in that region, he relin- 
quished the idea. In May he set 
outon his return to Smyrna to 
join Mr, Fisk, who had beew la- 
bouring during his absence, in the 
vicinity of that city. Onthe 3d 
of December, 1821, these two ser- 
vants of the Cross were permitted 
to meet again, after a separation 
of one year. They had encoun- 
tered difficulties, endured suffer- 
ings, and experienced miseries. 
They were now encouraged, with 
renewed diligence and increasing 
fidelity, to toil for God. 
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DOMESTIC. } 


REPORT OF THE BAPTIST MISSIONA- 
RY SOCIETY IN MASSACHUSETTS. 


Ir has been frequently urged by infi- 
dels as an objection to Christianity, that 





it is an unsocial and repulsive system; 
Vor, IV—Aew Series, 


and that, where it gains an ascendency, 
it contracts the heart, and transforms 
men into gloomy bigots. Its friends 
also have been stigmatized as a class of 
narrow-minded men, who, wrapped in 


4 the mantle of self-conceit, and proud in 





supposing themselves the peculiar fa. 
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yourites of Heaven, look down upon || never been extinct in the church ¢ 
others with insensibility and contempt. || Christ. It has indeed been limited in 


_ We think the enemies of revealed re- 
ligion could not have been more unfor- 
tunate in selecting an oljection, be- 
cause it is directly at variance with all 
the facts which the history of Chris- 
tianity exhibits. Instead of giving ex- 
istence and strength to selfish feelings, 
% controls and subdues them, and 
teaches its possessors not to live for 
themselves, but for the good of their 
fellow men. 

Nor can the accusation brought 
agitinst the friends of this systems, be 
gubstantiated. From the earliest ages 
of the church, to the present day, they 
have signalized themselves us benefac- 
tors of mankind. When the disciples 
of Christ experienced the power and 
blessedness of the gospel in their own 
hearts, they went every where preach- 


| 





| 
{ 


| 


its operations by the strong arin of civil 
power; but it burned with as strong 
and pure a flame in the breasts of mar- 
tyrs, as it now does in assemblies, met 
for the purpose of aiding the plans of 
pious benevolence. In the former case, 


| they acted in their individual capacity ; 





j 


ing the ward. They rejoiced even in 
bonds and imprisonment, when they || 
found that these had been overruled | 
for the furtherance of the gospel. ‘They | 
had no Geswe ie enjoy the blessings of | 
salvation alone. They were anxious | 
that others should participate with f 
them in the mercy of God. It was not 1 
self-conceit, it was not bigotry,—but an || 
enlarged and pious benevolence, which |! 
filled them with transports of joy, when | 
they learned that sinners were convert- 
ed from the errour of their ways. When 
information was received at Jerusalem 
that the Gentiles had embraced the 
truth, the followers of the Redeemer 
“ glorified God ; saying, then hath God 
granted unto the Gentiles repentance 
unto life.” We may venture then to 
assert, that the religion of the Bible is 
pot a cold and selfish system. No! it is 
a system that warms and expands the 
heart with supreme affection to God, 
and a tender concern for the happiness 
of man. And while it administers in a 
thousand ways to the wants of the body, | 
it does not overlook the wants of the 
soul. 


‘fhe spirit of genuine charity has} 


| 
} 








and were valiant for the truth, even 
unto death; in the latter, having no 
one to molest us, we concentrate our 
energies, and thus -more effectually 
promote the cause of humanity and re- 
ligion. ‘These associations are sufficient 
proof that we view ourselves as social 
beings, and that we are conscious we 


, owe a debt of kindness to our fellow 


men, and cannot be satisfied until it is 
discharged. 

The existence of the “ Society,” 
whose anniversary has this day brought 
us together, furnishes evidence, that 
the fiends of evangelical truth “ look 
not on their own things, but also on the 
things of others.” The object for which 
it was formed, was to supply the poor 
and destitute with the preaching of the 
gospel. <A desire to convey instruction 
to the ignorant, consolation to the 
wretched, and hope to the guilty, ani- 
mated the exertions of its first patrons. 
And, we trust, that the same feeling, 
with the blessing of God, will secure its 
stability and prosperity for years to 
come. 

In pursuance of the trust confided in 
theny by this Seciety, the Board have 
appointed several missionaries, who 
have laboured in different parts of the 
United States. and with various degrees 
of suecess. Perhaps a statement of the 
persons employed, with a few extracts 
from their communications to the Board, 
will give the best idea of the nature and 
extent of their services ; and, it is hoped. 
will not only be satisfactory, but highly 
gratifying. 


NEW BRUNSWICK. 
From a representation of the grea’ 
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want of religious instruction in some 
parts of the province of New Bruns- 
wick, the Board were induced to give 
Rev. Thomas Scott, of St. Johns, a mis- 
sionaty appointment for three months. 
We have not yet received an account 
of his labours; but he has entered, no 
doubt, on the duties assigned him, as 
fie expressed a deep concern for the 
destitute situation of the inhabitants, 
when he applied for our patronage. 


MAINE. 


tn the state of Maine, brethren Case, 
Buck, Willard, and Kendall, have each 
been engaged in the service of ‘this 
Society during the past year. From 
two of these missionaries we have not 
been favoured with any particular in- 
formation. Mr. Kendall had not the 
pleasure of witnessing any special suc- 
cess on his labours, but the people 
were grateful for the attention bestow- 
ed on them by the Board. Besides 
preaching as opportunity offered, Mr. 
Willard was instrumental in promoting 
the organization of several Female Mis- 
sionary and Tract Societies; and where 
fre deemed it necessary, he encouraged 
the establishment of Sabbath schools. 
We indulge a hope that these exertions 
of our missionary brother, will eventu- 
ally be attended with much good. It 


future prospects of the church are inti- 
mately connected with the religious in 
struction of the young, and the systema- 
tic measures which are brought into 
operation for the diffusion of evangeli- 
cal truth. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 


Rev. Matthew Bolles has fulfilled a 
mission of six months in the state of 
New-Hampshire. Most of this time 
was spent in the towns of Dunstable 
and Peterborough, although, in other 
places he also made known the un- 
searchable riches of Christ. In his 
journal, he remarks, “ when I first set- 


= 





led in Milford, I found the country 


around me destitute of a stated gospel 
ministry, and especially a number of 
feebie societies of our_denomination. 
Several of these, not a day’s ride from 
my residence, were indeed like sheep 
without a shepherd to care forthem. As 
I became more acquainted with their si- 
tuation, I felt it my duty to visit them, and 
have been permitted to see that my la- 
bour was not in vain in the Lord. The 
house in which I preached in Peterbo- 
rough, was frequently filled to overflow. 
ing, and a fixed and solemn attention was 
given to the ministry of the word. .At 
another station, in a wealthy village, a 
pious, but poor family, opened their 
house for the public worship of God. 
Here many persons flocked together te 
hear the accents of redeeming love ; 
and, in several instances, the gospel 
was made the power and the wisdom of 
God, to the salvation of their souls. 
When it was. known that a number of 
converts had made a profession of reli- 
gion, and submitted to the ordinance of 
Christian baptism, the school house in 


'which they had been accustomed to 


meet, was shut against them; and when 
they went up to worship, they found 
the door jocked and nailed. But He, 
who has said, “ I will work, and who 
shall lef it,” over-ruled this event for ° 
good. A few pious Christians, with 
their associates, were inspired with a 
determination to build a place for the 
worship of their Lord and Master. 
About seven persons commenced this 
work, and only four of them could sus- 
tain any considerable part of the ex- 
pense ; but having resolved in the name 
and strength of the Lord, to erect a 
house, they accomplished their pur- 
pose, and it was solemnly set apart to 
the worship of Almighty God. About 
twelve females in this humble commu- 
nity have formed a Missionary Society, 
who the last year raised sixteen dollars, 
and this year eighteen dollars, for Do- 
mestic Missionary purposes.” 

The Baptist church in Peterborough 
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bear affectionate and grateful testimony 
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to the labours of this missionary. Ina 
lettcy addressed to the Board, they say, 
“We tender to you our thanks for 
your liberality in sending our esteemed 
brother, Matthew Bolles, to administer 
the gospel and its ordinances. His 
labours have been blessed to our edifi- 
cation ;.our assemblies have increased, 
and saints have been encouraged to 
vigorous exertions in the good cause. 


Six persons have come forward and put | 
| organized church. 


on the Lord Jesus by baptism. Believ- 
ing that our labours will not be in vain 


in the Lord, we meet on the Sabbath, i 


whether we have preaching or not; 
and the Lord has been in our midst. 
We have béen constrained to say, it is 
good for us to be here. Our divine Sa- 


viour will remember, and richly reward , 


your liberality to us, although done for 
those who are truly the least of his 
saints.” 


have assisted in the constitution of a, 


church; and several additions have 
since been made to it. The friends of 
Zion in this place, received your assist- 
ance with peculiar sensibility and gra- 
titude. It is highly probable, that in 
both these places, future generations 
will mse up and bless a sin pardoning 
Saviour, through your labours of love. 





‘They that sow, shail reap,’ and both | 
they that sow, and they that reap, shall | 


rejoice together.” 


LOWER CANADA. 


Rev. John Ide has spent six months 
in missionary service in the province of 
Lower Canada. The town of Eaton, 
and other destitute places in that re- 
gion, have heard from him the word 
of reconciliation. He remarks, “the 
Lord had begun a work of grace in 
Eaton, previous to my visiting that 
place. The joy of Christians was great 
when I arrived among them. {I bap- 
tized a number, and organized a church, 
consisting of thirteen members. The 
season was solemn and interesting; a 








the occasion, and many wept while th 
ordinance of baptism was administered. 
The next Lord’s day I broke bread to 
this infant church, and I trust by manj 
the season will be held in long and 
grateful remembrance.” After giving » 
detailed account of the virulent opposi- 
tion he met with from some professors 
of religion, he says, “the work of the 
Lord still continned. I baptized seven 
others, who were added to the newly 
Five or six others 


_were also hopeful converts, but they 


did not feel sufficiently strong in faith 
to make a public profession. Before { 
left, there were some new cases of con- 
viction. When I preached my farewell 
sermon, the season was truly affecting. 
I saw more tears shed at that time, than 
ever I had witnessed before. Mission. 
ary labours are greatly needed in Eaton, 


, and the region around. There is nota 
In Dunstable, Mr. Bolles remarks, “1 | 


Baptist church or minister within fifty 
miles.” A-very affecting letter has 
been received by the Board from the 


newly constituted church at Eaton, la- 


,menting their destitute situation, and 
| expressing their warmest thanks for the 








attention of your trustees to their spi- 
ritual wants. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


The Board state with pleasure, that 
the services performed by brethren 
Rand, Hough, and Willard, in the west- 
ern part of this commonwealth, have 
been accompanied with the blessing of 
God. At Springfield, Mr. Hough has 
baptized six persons on a profession of 
their faith; and about the same number 
more, who have experienced a hope in 
Christ, it is expected will soon be add- 
ed te the eburch. Very encouraging 
circumstances have attended the la- 
bours of brethren Rand and Willard 
In a letter from one of them, it is re- 
marked, “We hope your missionaries 
have been the means of salvation to 
more than twenty souls within the las‘ 


na a. ° 
|| eight months.” it is said of one of the 


. ! + : 
‘arge concourse of people attended on | places visited by them,—“I have be: 
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held the most interesting group of 
young men, anxiously inquiring what 
they should do to be saved, that everI 
caw in my life.” These facts willsurely 
aot only call forth your gratitude, but 
renewed expressions of your liberality 
-n support of domestic missions. 


NEW-YORK. 

Rev. Emory Osgood has been em- 
ployed as our missionary three months 
in the state of New York. 

After stating that he had visited some 


of the churches, with the object of ex- 


citing a ‘missionary spirit, and of giving 
a wider circulation to the American 
Baptist Magazine, he informs us in his 


iournal, of the pleasure and success 


which had attended his mission. At 
Readfield, in Oneida county, New York, 
a place which had been destitute of 
preaching, with the exception of occa- 
sional missionary labours, the Lord has 
been pleased, by the influence of his 
Spirit, to bring about sixty persons to a 
knowledge of the truth. After spend- 
ing a few days in this place, in preach- 
ing and visiting from house to house, he 
baptized three persons. He remarks, 
“there is surely blessed prospect, that 
a Baptist church will soon be planted 
in this place.” 

Rev. Wm. Throop has also spent 
three months in the state of New-York. 
He writes, “I have fulfilled my mis- 


sionar'y appointment in the counties on 


the Holland Purchase. I visited last 
summer the town of Clymour, in the 
county of Chataugue. It is a rough 
country to travel in, but I was delighted 
in seeing the wilderness blossom like 
the rose, and become as a garden which 
the Lord -had blessed.. A church was 
formed, consisting of about 100 mem- 
bers, where,a year before, only two 
persons were members. Rejoice, O ye 
heavens, for the Lord hath done it. 
While preaching an evening lecture in 
the county of Erie, the Lord enabled 
me to proclaim the riches of his grace, 
and to describe the joy which those 








experience who receive it. At the 
close of the discourse, a pious young 
person observed, Your sermon was too 
short: I could with pleasure have sat 
all night under such preaching. I have 
heard but three gospel sermons in two 
years. As she lived ata considerable 
distance, she entreated me to go and 
preach where she lived. I would give, 
continued she, one half of my earnings 
with pleasure, to sit under the sound of 
the gospel. I asked, are you sincere? 
I am, with all my heart, she replied. In 
what better way could I use it? Ican 


only procure a little food and raiment 


for my poor body, while my soul is fa- 
mishing for the bread of life. O!I then 
thought of the language of the apostle, 
“Unto you who believe, he is pre- 
cious.” And I thought it must afford 
some consolation to the pious females is: 
Boston, who have been instrumental ir. 
sending the precious gospel to such 
destitute places, and to such thirsty 
souls.” 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Rev. Benjamin Oviatt has been occu 
pied three months in preaching under 
the patronage of this Board. Most of 
this period was employed in destitute 
parts of Pennsylvania. *‘In several desti- 
tute villages, his ministry was well at- 
tended, and there is reason to believe 
that it was accompanied with the bless- 
ing of God. At Brokenstraw, where 
there is a small Baptist church, he says, 
there was a striking instance of the 


happy effects of prayer. When the 


church was in such a low situation, as 
not even to assemble together, two sis- 
ters met in the woods for prayer. This 
they did on four successive sabbaths. 
The next sabbath another sister joined 
them. After this they met in a house, 
and some of their neighbours attended. 


Perceiving that they were engaged in 


prayer for their husbands, children, and 
friends, they were filled with solemnity. 
The Lord heard the prayers of these 
pions females. He poured out his Spi- 
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rit, and caused their hearts to rejoice. 
Backsliders returned from their wander- 
ings, sinners were led to cry out for mer- 
cy, and many were brought tg a saving 
knowledge of the truth. A_ small 
church is now rejoicing in the Lord 

™ Venango county, Mr. Oviatt spent 


eight cays. Some of his hearers had | 


traveiled ten miles to enjoy the preach- 


ing of the gospel. In Franklin village | 
OnTIO. 
! 


he met with two persons, who had been 


debarred by their lonely situation, from || 


church privileges for twenty years. 
They begged to be remembered to this 
Board, and that some missionaries might 
ve sent out to them, that again they 
might hear the glad news of salvation 
by Jesus Christ. 

Rev. Jesse Hartwell has finished a 
tour of three months, under the direc- 
tion of this Society. His labours were 
divided between the states of New York 
and Pennsylvania. He has not furnish- 
ed us with a minute journal! of his ser- 
vices and travels, but his account has 
deen highly gratifying to the Board. 

He states some facts, which, we think, 
deserve a place in this Report, as they 
show the progress of religion in a por- 
tion of country, which has been, for 
years past, supplied* with missionaries 
from this Society. He writes, “about 
four years ago there was no Association 
on the southern shores of Lake Erie, 
beyond the Holland Purchase Confer- 
ence. At that time I witnessed the for- 
mation of the Grand River Association 
sn Ohio, composed of seven or eight 
churches; it is now composed of about 
shirty. churches. There are now four 
Associations along the shores of Lake 
Erie, where, about four years ago, there 
were not so many churches to be found 
on that extensive coast. But yet they 
very much lack suitable preachers of 
the gospel. No man duly impressed 
with their situation, can refrain from 
praying, O Lord, send forth labourers 
intothis harvest. In his letter to the 
Yoard, Mr. Hartwell has informed us, 


' 


SSE 
Mr. Elijah Tobey, of Ashfield, Franklin 
county, Mass. This pious brother, after 
having made suitable provision for his 
widow, and left some small legacies ty 
other relatives, has bequeathed the re. 
mainder of his property to the Baptist 
Missionary Society of Massachusetts, 
which, it is supposed, will amount to 








seven hundred, or one thousand dollars. 


Our esteemed brother, Oliver Alford, 
has again been blessed in fulfilling an 
appointment for this Board, in the state 
of Ohio. He observes, * Since I com- 
menced my labours, I have baptized 13 
persons, on a profession of their faith. 
I have constituted one church, consist- 
ing of i7 members; since which, three 





| 
\| others have been added. 1 have also 


assisted in the organization of two Fe- 

| male Mite Socieyes. It has melted my 
| heart to see the sisters so much engaged 
in assisting the poor Indian children, 
| One female observed, I will do all I caz 
while I live, and if I should not live, do 
send them all my clothes. The increase 
of our churches in this region is so 
great, that three new Associations will 
be formed this fall. I am now laying 
the foundation for a Missionary Society 
in this country. I shall also obtain 
some subscriptions for the Magazine, 
and promote its circulation as soon #s 
possible, 


STATES BORDERING ON THE MISSIS- 
SIPPI RIVER. 


Six months have been added to the 
former appointment of Rev. J. M. Peck. 
In the states bordering on the Mississip- 
pi river, he has a wide and extensive 
harvest in which to labour. As his let- 
ters to the Board have already been 
published in our Magazine, it is not ne- 
cessary to incorporate them in this Ke- 
port. We feel persuaded that our bro- 
ther possesses a true missionary spirits 
that in labours for the good of souls, he 
will be abundant, and we cherish the 








“hat he is executor to the will of the late || pleasing anticipation, that fie will te 
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eminently useful in the conversion of 
dnners, and will “strengthen the 
things which remain, that are ready to 
die.” 


HAYTI. 


Ata meeting of the Trustees on the | 


fifth of March last, a communication was 
received from Rev. Thomas Paul, ex- 
pressive of the deep interest which for 
a long time he had felt, in relation to 
the moral and religious condition of the 
Waytiens, and soliciting the favour that 
he might be sent there as a missionary. 
After due deliberation, tie Board 
gave him a missionary appoiutment for 
six months. As the constitution of 
Hayti guarantees a free toleration to 
Christians of ali denominations, and as 
Presilent Boyer has avowed his deter- 
mination to pursue a liberal policy in 
relation to the rights of different reli- 
gious sects, we hope. that a wide and 
effectual door will be opened for the 
introduction of Protestant Christianity 
in Hayti. Should Mr. Paul meet with 
afatourable reception, and a prospect 
of usefulness should present. itself for 
other labourcrs, it is confidently expect- 
ed, that this, or some other of our socie- 
ties, will be prepared to support as 
many missionaries as shall appear suit- 
ably qualified for this service. 

The Board are duly impressed with 
the kindness of several respectable 
merchants in this city and New York, 
in furnishing their missionary with let- 
ters of introduction to the most distin- 
guished persons in Hayti. They are 
very grateful to the Managers of the 
American Bible Socicty, for the dona- 
tion of 100 Bibles and 100 Testaments, 
in the French and Spanish languages, 
committed to the care of Mr. Paul, for 
sale, or gratuitous distribution among 
the inhabitants of the island, and also 
an elegant Bible, which is to be pre- 
sented to the President. 

As we are willing to believe, that 
something important will eventually 
arse out of this mission, and as we are 


— 











desirous that our views and motives ov 
this subject should be distinctly under- 
stood, we think it proper to introduce 
in our Report, the commission and in- 
structions which have been given to 
Mr. Paul, 


Boston, April 13, 1825. 
TO THE REV, THOMAS PAUL, OF BOSTON, 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Dear Sir,—At a meeting of the 
Trustees of the “ Baptist Missionary 
Society of Massachusetts,” on the fifth 
of March last, you were appointed their 
missionary for six months, to preach the 
gospel in the island of Hayti. And you 
are hereby authorized to depart as soon 
as possible for that place. You are 
well aware, that our Society was not es- 
tablished, and in no instance has been 
employed in promoting secular or poli- 
tical objects. It is, therefore expected, 
that you will not interfere with the civil 
or political institutions of the country. 
Your object in visiting Hayti, is purely 
religious. We wish you to make known 
to such of the inhabitants as are dispos- 
ed to hear you, the way of salvation by 
Jesus Christ. Our prayers will be an- 
swered, and our most enlarged desires 
realized, if you should be instrumental 
in teaching men to deny themselves of 
all ungodliness and worldly lusts and to 
live soberly, righteously, and godly, in 
this present evil world. We feel asin- 


cere atid deep interest in the welfare of 


the Haytiens. We rejoicc that they are 
a free nation, and hope, for the honour 
of human nature, they will never be 
otherwise. We send you to them, with 
the fond anticipation, that many by 
your ministry, will be made free from 
sin, and have their fruit unto righteous- 
ness, the end of which will be everlast- 
ing life. 

From our knowledge of the constitu- 
tion and laws of Hayti, and the liberal 
views of its President, we are persuaded 
you will meet with no legal obstruc- 
tions in the discreet and pious Gis- 


icharge of your duty. Yow will ro’ 
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only be tolerated, but protected hpe | 
harm. Wishing that grace, mercy, and | 
peace, may be ‘multiplied to you ying 
God our Father, and the Lord Jesus | 


Christ, 
I subscribe myseli, in behalf of the 


Trustees, respectfully yours, 
. . ' 

Daniex Suanr, Sve’ry. |) 

' 





"TO THE REV. THOMAS UL, BOSTON, MAS- 


SACHUSETTS. 

Dear Proraen,—Having received 
your comm! ssion from the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Socicty of Massachusetts, to | 
preach the gospel in the island of Hayti, 
you will, with all convenient speed, pro- 
ceed thither, and commence your la- 
bours. 

It is, however, proper that you be 
furnished with such instructions as bring 
clearly to view the wishes of the Board, 
in making this appointment. To do 
this, is the obicct of the present com- 
munication. 

Upon arriving at Port-au-Prince, you 
will make known to his excellency, the 
President, the object of your mission, 
and solicit his permission to commence 
your labours. This permission, from 
the liberal and enlightened policy of 
his excellency’s administration, we are 
persuaded will not be withheld. 

You will take this opportunity of as- 
suring him of the deep interest which 
the Board feel in the moral and religious | 
welfare of his fellow citizens, and of the 
joy with which we behold the republic 
of Hayti so rapidly rising to take her 
place among the freest and most en- 
lightened nations of the earth. 

The land of Touisant L’Ouverture 
will never be forgotten by Americans. 
Never will they cease to rejoice that 
his countrymen are enjoying the bless- 
ing’s for which he fought and conquered. 

The permission of his excellency be- 
ing obtained, you will proceed in the 


fold; Ist, as a minister of Christ; and 
2d, as a religious agent for this Socicty 

ist. You go to Hayti as a minister of 
Christ. 
are defined in the commission of oy 
Lord 
the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. He that becheveth, and js 
baptized, shall be saved; he that be 
lieveth not, shall be damned” Or, to 
express the sanie in the werds of St 
Paul, “Now then are we ambassador: 


Your duties in this charactep 


to his disciples, “Go ye into ali 


| for Christ, as though God did beseech 
| you by us, we pray you in Chirist’s stead, 


be ye reconciled to God.” 

Your duties then, will be the same in 
Layti, as they have been in the country 
you are about to leave, viz.: “to be- 
seech men to be reconciled to God.” 
And in doing this, you are to make use 
of those means, and those neans only, 
which the Bible has put into your hands. 

You are to present the simple doc- 
trines of the gospel before your hear- 
ers, and thus by manifestation of the 
truth, you will commend yourself to 
every man’s conscience in the sight»of 
God. And we wish you to do this, for 
this single reason, viz. : We believe that 
unless men make the precepts of the 
Bible the rules of their life, and its pro- 
mises the foundation of their hopes, 
they can be happy, neither ia this work, 
nor in that which is to come. — It shal! 
be-our prayer that you may be the in- 
strument im the hand of God, of prepa- 
ing multitudes.of your brethrem for tha‘ 
inheritance which is uncorrupted, un- 
defiled, and which fadeth not away. _ 

In preaching the gospel, you will be 
careful to avoid all unnecessary. collision 
with men who profess the doctrines of 
any other Christian denomination. Your 

duty is, to preach Christ crucified 
Should the truths of the Bible be spo- 
ken against, Stull preach them; in no 
manner, however, “ returning railing for 
railing, but contrariwise, blessing. The 
servant of the Lord must not strive, but 





object of your mission. And here let 


| be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, 





is remindyou, that your duties are two- 


|| patient; in meckness instructing thos' 
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that oppose themselves, if, peradventure, 
God will give them repentance to the 
acknowledgment of the truth.” And 
whilst you are thus, by a plain, affec- 
tionate exhibition of truth, endeavour- 
ing to expel errour, strive to prove the 
superior excellence of your faith, by 
the holiness of your life, and the blame- 
lessness of your conversation. 

From these remarks, it is at once 
evident, that you can have nothing to 
do with political divisions, or with party 
animosity. Whilst you conscientiously 


obey the laws of the republic, we doubt 


not that you will receive their protec- 
tion. With its civil institutions, in no 
other respect will you have any concern. 


Always bearing in mind, that you are a | 


messenger from Him, who said, “ My 
kingdom is not of this world.” 
2d. You are sent as the religious 
agent of the Board. In this capacity it 
is expected that you will collect all the 
information in your powet, concerning 
the moral and intellectual state of the 
people. This will be readily furnished 
you by gentlemen of intelligence, and 
gleaned by your own personal observa- 
tion. In visiting different towns on the 
sea board, and varicus districts in the 
interior, your attention will naturally be 
directed to such inquiries as the follow- 
ing: What portion of the inhabitants 
are professors of religion? To what de- 


nominations of professing Christians do. 


they belong? What is the general dis- 
position of the people towards Protes- 
tant Christianity ? Is there any probabi- 
lity that a missionary station might, with 
fair prospects of usefulness, be establish- 
edin Hayti? On these subjects, as well 
as the general state of morals, reJigion, 
&c. we shall expect you to inform your- 
self, as well as circumstances Wwillallow. 

You will also pay particular observa- 
tion to the subject of education. Ascer- 
tain, as far as possible, what portion of 
the inhabitants are able to read; and 
what languages they are taught. What 
systems of education are most in use, 
and what provisions have been made 
Voy. LV ~Vew Series 
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for instructing youth in the higher 
branches of science. In short, any in- 
formation which may teach us how to 
be useful to the moral or religious inte- 
rests of Hayti, we will be thankful to 
receive ; and for no otherdo we wish 
you to seck. 

These brief hints will give you some 
definite idea of our views in the present 
mission. It is our earnest prayer that 
you may be abundantly prospered in 
this new field of labour, and that you 
may be the instrument of turning many 
unto righteousness. 

With sincere esteem, I am, in behalf 
of the Corresponding Secretary, yours, 

F. Waranp, Jr. Sec. pro ten. 


ONEIDA INDIANS. 

The Board have also to state, that 
Rev. Alfred Bennett, of Homer, N. Y. 
came here as an agent for the Hamilton 
Baptist Missionary Society. He was 
authorized by the aforesaid Society, to 
solicit donations and subscriptions in 
behalf ot the Oneida Indians. Public 
collections at that time were deemed 
inexpedient. But as we are satisfied 
that any monies forwarded for this ob- 
ject, would be discreetly and faithfully 
managed ; and as the establishment of 
the school for the Indians appeared im- 
portant, the Board voted that $200 be 
presented to the Hamilton Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society, to be appropriated for 
the benefit of the Oneida Indians. 

The following missionaries have also 


received appointments from this Board > 


Months. Weeks; 
Rev. Cyrus Andrews, 


Adoniram Judson, 3 
Isaac Benjamin, 3 
Benjamin C. Grafton, 2 


PEt Pobt th 


William Hubbard, 3 
George Robinson, 3 
James Parsons, 3 
Asa Averill, 3 
Nathaniel Tibbets, 3 


AMERICAN BAPTIST MAGAZINE. 
As the American Baptist Magazine ir 
published under the direction of this 
1™M 
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Board, it may be proper to inform the 
Society, that it still has an extensive 
circulation, although the number issuing 
from the press is not as great as in for- 
mer years. It appears, nevertheless, to 
us, that if suitable exertions were made, 
twice the number of what is now pub- 
lished, might find their way into the 
hands of members of our own denomi- 
nation, without the least interference 
with any other religious periodical 
work. We have pleased ourselves with 
the idea, that the biographies it con- 
tains, would excite feelings of holy 
emulation in the breasts of good men,— 
that its originab communications would 


havea good practical influence,—ang 
that the missionary intelligence which 
it conveys, would fan the flame of 
Christian charity,—nor can we relip. 
quish the persuasion, that, were it ge- 
nerally read by our brethren and friends, 
it would become a powerful auxiliary 
in support of all those objects, for which 
alone we ought to live. It will be grati- 
fying to the Society, to be informed, 
that 500 dollars are now ready to be 
paid into the treasury, as profits from 
the Magazine during the past year. 
In behalf of the Trustees, 
Danie. Suaarp, Sec'rx, 














MISCELLANEOUS. 


ORDINATIONS. 

Ow Friday, the 25th of April, brother 
Samuryt D. Sruecr was ordained to the | 
work of the Christian ministry, in the | 
Baptist mecting house at Stoney Point, 
Lincoln county, Kentucky. The ser- 
vices were opened by elder Thomas 
Hand, by singing and prayer; the can- 
didate was examined on divinity, by 
elder John Rice. After the ceremony 
of ordination, a sermon was delivered by 
elder John S. Higgens, from 2 Tim. ii. 
15. Profound solemnity rested on the 
congregation. 


On Tuesday, April 29th, 1823, the | 
Rev. Caanses Braycuarp was installed | 


at Shapleigh, Maine, to the pastoral 
care of the second Baptist church and 
society in that place. The Rev. Thomas 
B. Ripley, of Portland, made the intro- 
ductory prayer, and preached a very 
appropriate sermon, from t Tim. vi. 11. 
The Rev. William Goding, of Shapleigh, 
gave the charge. The Rev. Zebedee 
Delano, of Lebanon, gave the right hand 
of-fellowship, and made the concluding 


|! assembly manifested a lively interest i 
|| the services of the day. ; 


a 


DEDICATION, 

On Sabbath, the 22d July, the new 
meeting house lately built by the Se- 
cond Baptist Church in Washington 
City, was opened for public worship, 








preyer, & respectable and crowded:| 


and dedicated to the service of Al- 
j mugety God. Sermon by the Rev. 0 
| B. Brown, pastor of the First Baptist 
| chusch. Of the Second church, the 


| , 
| Rev. Thomas Barton is pastor. 


- 


| DEDICATION AND ORDINATION. 


Ar Littleton,. Mass. on Wednesday, 
‘the Mth inst. was opened and solemnly 
dedicated to the service of Almighty 
| God, a neat and commodious meeting 
house, built by the Baptist Society in 
that place. This house is well situated 
near the centre of the town. It is built 
of brick, and well finished, in a plain bu* 
handsome style, 

At 11 o’clock, A. M. the public ser- 











Columbian College. 
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yices were commenced by an anthem, 
which was sung with much taste by a 
select choir. Prayer was then offered 
up by the Rev. E. Williams, solemnly 
invoking the Divine presence in that 
place, and with those whe should meet 
there from time to time. That God 
would record his name there, and come 
unto the people and bless them. Se- 


lect portions of scripture were read by |, 


the Rev. Dr. Baldwin; and also a part 
of the 152d Psalm, C. M. beginning at 
the pause— Arise, O King of Grace, 
arise,” &e. 

The Rev. Amasa Sanderson was then 
ordained as pastor of the church. 


The introductory prayer was offered 
by brother Willard. A very able and in- 
teresting sermon, founded on Mat. xvi. 
26. was then delivered by the Rev. 
Charles Train, of Framingham. 

The ordaining prayer was offered by 
the Rev. John Parkhurst, of Chelmsford ; 
and hands imposed by several of the 
elders. A very solemn and appropriate 
charge to the Pastor, and also an affec- 
tionate address to the church, was deli- 
vered by the Rev. Dr. Baldwin. And 
the fellowship of the churches was af- 
fectionately tendered by the Rev. Abi- 
shai Samson, of Harvard. Concluding 
prayer by brother Harrington; hymn 
and benediction by the pastor. The 
singing was performed in a style which 
gave much pleasure to the audience. 


The day was fine, and notwithstand- 
ing the hurry of the season, the assem- 
bly was large and respectable. The 
house was filled to overflowing, and 
many were unable to get within the 
doors. Good order and decorum pre- 
vailed during the whole of the exercises. 


As the friends of Zion were leaving 
the place, each seemed to say, “ Peace 
be within thy walls, and prosperity with- 
in thy palaces: For my brethren and 
companions’ sakes, I will now say, peace 
be with thee. Because of the house of 
the Lord our God, I will seek thy 
good.” 








COLUMEIAN COLLEGKF, D.C. 





| Wittram Wareen, Esq. of Putnam 
_ county, Georgia, has made the very libe- 


| ral appropriation of $2,500, to endow a 
; scholarship in this Institution, to be paid 
| in two equal instalments, of $1,250 each, 


‘in October of 1823 and 1824 

The Trustees have resolved, that the 
scholarship, thus liberally endowed, be 
denominated “The Walker Scholar. 
ship,” in the Columbian College, D. C. 

This worthy gentleman has given the 
friends of “religion and science” an 
example, which, we earnestly hope, 
will be imitated by many others. This 
sum, when invested, will form a fund, 
the interest of which will support a stu- 
dent in either department of the above 
establishment. It is worthy of remark, 
th Mr. Walker supports five sons in 
coilege—two in the Franklin College, 
Georgia, and three in the Columbian 
College, D. C. 

At a meeting of the Trustees of the 
Columbian College, on the 3d ult. 
they received intelligence from the li- 
brarian of said College, that Deacon M. 
Newman, of Andover, Massachusetts, 
Samuel F. Bradford, of Philadelphia, 
Dr. James Ewell, of this city, Rev. Je- 
didiah Morse, D. D. New Haven, Con- 
necticut, Rev. Joseph Maylin, Philadel 
phia, and Mr. Thomas Day, Hartford, 
Connecticut, had made donations of 
| books to the library, which had not 
been publicly acknowledged. 

On which the following resolution 
was ordered tobe communicated by the 
Secretary, to each of the above-men- 
tioned donors. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this 
Board be presented to the several per- 
sons above named, for the valuable 
books by them presented to the Colum- 
bian College. 


At a meeting, July 15, 1823, it was 
Resolved, That the thanks of this 





Board be respectfully presented’to tbe 
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Rev. William Rogers, D. D. of Phila- | 


delphia, for the renewed expression of | 
his friendship, in presenting to this 
College, in addition to his former dona- 
tion, [History of the English Baptists, 4 








vols.] the valuable Lectures of Philip 


Doddridge, D. D. in a quarto volume, 
and that the Secretary be instructed to 
assure him of the high consideration 
with which his good will, thus happily 
expressed, is regarded by the Board of 
Trustees of the Columbian College. 
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OBITUARY. 


-——-— 
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SILAS HOUGH, M, D. 

Dep, at his residence, in Montgomery 
‘county, Pennsylvania, on Wednesday, 
May 14th, 1823, the Rev. Siras Hoven, 
M. D. The amiable subject of this 
obituary, was the son of Isaac and Edith 
Hough. He was born in Warminster, 
Bucks county, Pennsylvania, on the 8th 
of February, 1766. His pious mother 
was sister of the late Rev. Oliver Hart, 
many years pastor of the Baptist church 
in Hopewell. After devoting the early 
part of his life to mechanical pursuits, 
his mind, naturally strong and inquiring, 
was directed to the study of medicine. 
His education being completed, he was 
favoured with a respectable circle of 
practice, and valued by numerous fami- 
lies, as an able and faithful physician. 
At the age of 28, it was his happiness to 
unite in marriage with Miss Elizabeth 
Hart, whose virtuous sympathies and 
unweared attentions, contributed largely 
to the softening of his sorrows and the 
augmentation of,his usefulness. He was 
baptized, on a profession of his faith in 
Christ Jesus, the 8th of May, 1796. He 
had not long been a member of the 
church at Montgomery, before he was 
called to exercise, before them, those 
ministerial gifts, of which he was? evi- 
dently the possessor. He was approved 
and licensed in 1803, and in the year 
following, was regularly ordained their 
pastor; supplying, at the same time, the 
neighbouring church at New Britain. 

In this service he continued, a serious, 


| Christ, about fourteen years. But, ah! 
what is man in his best estate ! In March, 
1818, while in the pulpit, on the Lord’s 
day, he was suddenly seized with a pa- 
ralysis, which deprived him of the use 
of one side of his person. He was borne 
from the meeting house amid the tears 
of his people, himself saying, as he was 
carried, “ See, see, my beloved friends, 
what poor human nature is!” Since this 
attack, he had been able to preach only 
occasionally, and with difficulty. 

Among his papers was found the fol- 
lowing note: ‘Having been born of 
Baptist parents, and educated in the 
principles of that society, after coming 
to years of understanding, and in some 
measure capable of judging for myself, 
I could see no reason for departing from 
those principles, in which I had been 
educated; but became fully satisfied 
that their doctrines generally are found. 
ed upon and confirmed by the Word of 
God.” He retired to bed, in his usual 
state of imperfect health, and about 
12 o’clock gently expired. He has left, 
in his will, to the Philadelphia Baptist 
Association, $1,000; the interest of 
which is to be appropriated to the relief 
of the widows of deceased ministers, at 
the discretion of that body. 

His interment took place on Friday, 
May 16th. His remains were deposited 
in the burial ground of the Montgomery 
church. A large concourse of sorrowing 
friends and relatives attended, and with 
them six ministering brethren, the Rev. 








faithful, and prosperous preacher of | 


Messrs. Joseph B. Mathias, Thomas R. 








Mrs. Dazey. 
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Montanye, David Jones, John C. Mur- 
phy, Samuel Smith, and John 8. Jen- 
kins. When, in hope of a glorious re- 
surrection, the body had been deposit- 
ed in the grave, the assembly retired to 
the meeting house. Rev. D. Jones ad- 
dressed the throne of grace. Rev. J. B. 
Mathias preached, from John xi. 11. 
« Our friend Lazarus sleepeth ; but I go 
that I may wake him out of sleep.” An 
address was afterwards delivered by 
Rev. B. Montanye, from Psalm xii. 1. 
“The godly man ceaseth, the faithful 
fail from among the children of men.” 
The services were unusually impressive. 

The deceased was a brother of more 
than ordinary talent. His mind was 
formed for investigation, and his dili- 
gence in the prosecution of his inqui- 
ries was great. His manners were open 
and unaffected. He was cheerful, but 
not light. His views of evangelical 
truth were comprehensive and clear. 
He has justly been valued as a counsel- 
lor, not merely in secular concerns, but 
in the church of the living God. In 
him many of the virtues of primitive 
saints were conspicuous. As Peter, he 
was zealous; as John, affectionate; as 
Daniel, greatly beloved; it cannot there- 
fore be strange, that, as at the grave of 


. Stephen, devout men “ made great la- 


mentation over him.” 


—— ae 


MRS. JEMIMA DAZEY, 


Widow of the late Rev, Eliphaz Dazey, 
Pastor of the Baptist church, Marcus 
Hook, Pennsylvania, 


[The substance of a letter from her daughter to the 
pastor of the church of which she is a member. ] 


My ever dear mother was born near 
Marcus Hook, July 14, 1750. Blest with 
f pious mother, she was early instructed 
inthe ways of God. By the death of 
her father, her mother was left to her- 
self and her sister’s charge. Her assi- 
duous care and unremitted attention 
smoothed her passage to the tomb, and 
gave early evidence of that affection 
which so pre-eminently marked her fu- 


| 








ture conduct. About the year 1765, 
after giving satisfactory proof of having 
passed from death unto life, she was 
baptized by the Rev. Mr. Fleason, and 
joined the church at Marcus Hook. In 
1777 she married my dear father, the 
Rev. Eliphaz Dazey, who was then pas- 
tor of the church at Duck Creek, to 
which place she removed with him; but 
soon after returned to Chester. They 
had but two children. After living about 
ten years in the most perfect harmony, 
a consumption was commissioned to re- 
move my dear father from earth to hea- 
ven. In his illness he was enabled to 
trust in the same gospel he had preach- 
ed to others; and dying, to exclaim, 
“though he slay me; yet will I trust in 
him.” Asa minister’s wife, my mother 
was “sober, and faithful in all things.’* 
In September, 1805, it pleased the Lord 
to afflict her, by taking by death, to 
himself, my dear sister. From this 
stroke, alike sudden and afflictive, my 
dear mother never recovered. Though 
she was ready to own the justice and 
the goodness of the hand that afflicted 
her, and said it was among the things 
that worked together for good, vet na- 
ture sunk under it, She was afflicted 
with successive paralytic strokes, which 
for several years before her death ren- 
dered her almost. helpless. Yet her 
faith failed not. Her mental faculties 
continued unimpaired; Yand.she was 


|| enabled, during a of afflic- 
tion, to exemplify th effidaicy of the 


gospel of Jesus to sustain under the 
deepest trial. For thirty years her house 
was a home for all who loved the Lord 
Jesus. There are servants of Christ 
now living, who can testify, that she was 
“a succourer of many, and of them. 
selves also.” Her time, talents, and 
property, were dedicated to the promo- 
tion of the cause of Christ. For several 
years she defrayed the entire expense 
incidental to the preaching of the gospel 
at Chester. She was one of the contri- 
butors’to, and active promoters of, sub- 


| scriptions for the Lndia Mission, after the 
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printing offices were destroyed by fire 
In 1807 she removed to Philadelphia. 
Some time after, a change took place 
in her worldly prospects; but this, as 
she often said, only served to try her, 
and to prove what was in her heart; 
and by drawing her nearer to God, ena- 
bled herto “ glory in tribulation; and 
when her afMictions were redoubled, to 
say, “sweetly he leads my soul along, 
and draws with loving bands ;” and to 
sing, “sweet affliction.” Possessing 
naturally a strong mind, cultivated by 
much reading and deep reficction—an 
affectionate disposition, and amiable 
manners—her company was valued by 
all who knew her. An intuitive discri- 
mination of character, eminently quali- 
fied her for a counsellor. Exemplifying 
$he character, she claimed the privitege 
of the peace-maker. A child of God, 
exempt from the querimoniousness of 
age, she continued to diffuse and re- 
ecive pleasure, in the circle of Chris- 
tian friends to whom she was attached 
by bonds which death cannot sever. 
Deprived of the privilege of worslip- 
ping in the courts of tie Lord, she 
would say,—It is all right ; God can and 
does make up by his presence ; and that 
her own room was often a Bethelto her 
soul. In March last it pleased God to 
afflict her with another paralytic stroke ; 


& but so much did she enjoy the presence 
of God, that she said she could not call 


it an affliction, there'was so much mercy 
mixed with it. From that time her con- 
versation was pre-eminently in heaven. 
lhe Apostle speaks of the *‘spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry Abba, Fa- 
ther ;’”? my dear mother appeared at this 
cime renewedly to receive this spirit; 
ier almost constant expression ever af- 
ter was, “My Father and my God.” 
She said she had to watch lest she 
should become impatient. Just before 
her death, regretting the loss of her 
voice, and expressing the peculiar plea- 








i soon be renewed, and I shail soon join 


the heavenly choristers in ascriptions 
of praise to Him who has loved me. 
Wednesday, April 23d, she was 
taken with a chill, but was.cheerful, en- 
joying, as she said, peculiar manifesta- 
tions of the love of God. Some obser- 
vations that fell from a friend that call- 
ed, led her to observe, that she sincere- 
ly wished Christians would be careful of 
calling in question tlie reality of the 
change in each other. She warned me 
of the errour, and recommended the 
duty of self-examination, and of leaving 
the religion of others with the Lord, 
On the 24th’ there was a recurrence of 
the chill, succeeded hy much fever. Our 
friend, and as mother always called him, 
' her dear son, the Rev. Mr. Sharp, from 
| Boston, on his way to the Convention, 





called, with whom she conversed: with 
the most perfect resignation to God’s 
will, she said she was willing to remain 
| to suffer, or to depart to rejoice. She 
, blessed God for what he had done for 
her, and expressed confidence in his 
_grace to the end. After Mr. S. left her, 
she returned thanks to God for permit- 
ting her to see him; she said she had 
'usked it of the Lord. She blessed God 
for what he had done by him and for 


him, and solemnly committed him and 
his family to God. After Dr. Horner 
had visited her, observing my alarm, 
she said, the Doctor thinks I shall not 
| recover ; you may tell me; I am not 
| afraid to die ; I hope you will acquiesce 





| 


| in His divine will. I haye been thinking 
. Pen 

| on the hnes, 
| 


«"rhis fountain can yield no supply, 
These hollows from waters are free,” &c. 


Always when sick before, I have wepi 
much at the thought of leaving you, my 
dea" child, but I cannot weep now, 
Then, dearest mother, you can resign 
me into the hands of our covenant God. 
“I do; When thy father and mother 





sure, the holy rapture she had enjoyed || forsake thee, the Lord will take thee 


> ° . , . : . j 
ji singing the praises of God, (in which |; 


she excelled,) she said, my voice sha!l 


up. God will raise up friends I know 


|, net of, and he will reward them.” The 
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45th was a day of much pain, but she | late. 


was patient, often observing, “It is all | 
right.” 
Yourself and Mr. Peckworth called | 
soon after, and you can recollect with | 
what calmness she talked of death— | 
what resignation she manifested, and | 
with what patience she waited sad 
change tocome. Mistaking a friend for | 
a stranger, she said, I do not know you | 
now, but J shall know you hereafter. 1 


‘No, nor fear.”” Dearest mother, perfect 


i 
do so—I have no fear.” Dearest mother, | 


you !.ave often said that the 10th verse | 


of the 54th chapter of Isuiah—*The | 
mountains shall depart, and the hills be 
vemoved, but my kindness shail not de- 
part from thee, neither shall the cove- 
nant of my peace be removed, saith the | 
Lord, who has merey on thee,” which | 
gave you comfort under your sorrow | 
for sin, which you have often said has 
sustained you through all your pilgrim- | 
age. now that you appear to be walking 

in the valley of the shadow of death, do , 
you still feel their renovating power? 
“Oh, yes, and if there was not another 
promise in the whole word of God, I 
fee] this sufficient to live and die upon.” 
Asking for water, she said, I shall soon 
grink at the fountain. She repeated, 
“Thy Maker is thy husband, the Lord 
of Hosts is his name, the God of the 
whole earth shall he be called.” Ob- 
serving her repeat the last clause, 1 | 
said, dearest mother, he is not only the 


“Yes, my covenant God in Christ, my 





| 


God of the whole earth, but your God. | 
} 


Father and my God.’ On the 26th she | 
observed to Mr. Sharp, who again vi- 
sited her, “*1f I know any thing of my 


sitatingly say, Thy will be done.” She | 


| 
| 
own heart, and I trust I do, I can unhe- | 
| 
| 


often cried out for patience, and ex- 
pressed fear lest she should dishonour 
God. She attempted to repeat, “ Guide 
me, Oh thou great Jehovah ;” when I 
had finished, she said, * Strong deliver- 
ev,” though she could searcely articn- 





In the evening she repeated, 
quite loud, the whole of the verse— 


“ Come, Holy Ghost, and blow 

A prosperous gale of grace! 

W aft me from all below, 

To heaven, my destined place. 
Then in ful! sail my port Ii! find, 
And leave the worid'and sin behind.” 


And at the close, repeated, “ and sin 
behind.” - Suffering the most excri- 
ciating pain, her only fear was lest she 
should be: impatient. She said, “Iam 


| 

} 

| willing to do and suffer all his will.’ 

asked, dear mother. do you feel pain ? || 
| 


Dearest mother, “Though painful at 


, present, ’twill cease before long, and 
love casteth out fear. “ Yes,1 feel it | 


then, Oh how pleasant the conqueror’s 
song.” She added with fervour, “Oh 
how pleasant!” She said, Oh thou com 
passionate Redeemer, relieve my pain, 
if consistent with thy holy will; but not 
my will, but thine be done. On Sabbath 
morning, 27th, about three o’clock, the 
dampness of death was felt upon her 
forehead, her arms stifféned, her speech 
became inarticulate ; yet we could hear 
her whisper, “Sweet Jesus, sweet 
Jesus,” ‘precious blood, precious 
blood.” She was much engaged in 
prayer, and had perfect understanding 
of all that passed. She called me to 
her, with difficulty clasped me in her 
dying arms, kissed me, and with fervour 
exclaimed, *‘ precious still.” Mr. Sharp, 
and you, my dear pastor, were witness 
of the holy calmness she enjoyed in 
your last visit, and the sacred joy ex- 
pressed by her countenance, when you 
repeated, “ Oh, ifmy Lord would come 
and meet,”—but I cannot dwell on the 
subject. Some time after, I asked, 
Dearest mother, are you still leaning on 
your Beloved, do you feel underneath 
you the everlasting arm? “ Yes, yes.” 
‘The last word we heard was Jemima; 
when she kissed me, and quietly lay 
until near ten o’clock, when her spirit 
took its upward flight, and left her 


| child an isolated orphan. To portray 


her character as counsellor, friend, and 
dearest name of all the rest, my mother, 
1 find, “ thought is poor, and poor ex- 
pression ;” but this [ know, she wasthe 





hect, the verv best of mothers: } Kare 
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thought the Apostle describes her cha- 
racter, when he says, “well reported 
for good works, if she have entertained 
strangers, if she have washed the saints’ 
feet, if she have diligently followed 
every good work.” 

She isno more! O for grace to say 
the will of the Lord be done. 

—— 
MRS. J. M‘CALL, 

At Port Gibson, Mississippi, on the 
12th of May last, Mrs. J. M‘Catt, wife 
of the Rev. Daniel M‘Call, departed 
this life. The leading features of her 
character were :—A scrupulous atten- 
tion to the Divine word, as a rule of 


duty, and a tenacious adherence to its 
doctrines and promises. Humility, con 
tentment, gratitude, and unremitting 
diligence in every good work, were 
strongly marked. Though her husband 
was necessarily absent a great part of 
his time, yet she was far from repining, 
She expressed great unwilling ness that 
he should decline a continuance in the 
service.of the Mission Society; and was 
very desirous to support the family 
wholly, that he might, unincumbered, 
preach the word, She continued to the 
last moment steadfast in faith, and left 
the world, triumphing in a hope of im. 








mortality. 
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Receipts, Donations, &&c. in favour of the General Convention and 
Columbian College. 


Missionary purposes. 
1823. 
July 1. By interest on stock, - §18 
By collection at Franklin Associa- 


tion, N. Y. 1822, aad e e bad 89 50 
Columbian College. 
July 7. Bydividend of stock, - - - 75 
By Cornelius M* Lean, Esq. (omit- 
tedin Annual Report) - - «+ 4241 
By Gardner & Thompson, (omit- 
ted in Annual Report) - >, » 9 


For Professorship of Languages and Biblical Lite 
rature. 


By Wm. Paradise, Esq. Georgetown, D.C. 25 


) By Thomas Stanley, Esq. (omitted in An- 
nual Report,) - - 


For Professorship % Mathematics and Natura! 
hilosophy. 
Joseph Thaw, Esq. Washington, D. C, 


ae 
«J 


100 


For endowing the Presidency. 
J. P, Fenner, Esq. - 


$50,000 by 50,000 persons. 
By Rev. O. B. Brown, Washington, D. C. 
By Mrs. Brown, do. 
By Michael Nourse, Esq. do. 
By Enoch Reynolds, Esq. _— do. 


- - - . 10 








By Hon. R. M. Johnson, of U. S. Senate, 


I 
1 
1 
1 
By John G. Hedgman, Esq. Stafford co. Wa. i 
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Collections and Donations received 


for Female Schoals in Burmah, 5; 


Mrs. Judson, 


From the Bradford Academy Judson Asso- 
ciation, + - - 4 
From the Ric Judson Sotiety, - 
From the Balnere Judson Se@iety, - 
From the New York Female Society for the 
education of heathen children, 
Prom the Charleston Female Society, 
From the Fem. Burman Soc. Roxbury, Ms. 
— = ——— Chureh in p= oan. 
‘rom em. tist Soc. 0 ton, for 
the education Faun children, - 
Saiem Female Burman School Soeiety, 
Salem Fe. Juvenile Humane Reading Soc. 
From Ladies in Weston, - - 
From Ladies in Trey, for the redemption of 
a female Burman child, to be called by 
the name of Rachel Eugenia ‘Thompson, 
Baptist church in Weston, - 


Fen Raaikc ee Renae 


Wayland, after the mother of their paster, 
For the ~ i of a female Burman child 
one year, by Mrs. Farwell, of yee = : 
Ladies in Medfield and vicinity, for the edu- 
cation of Burman female children, - 


40 00 
a 
19 12 





For education of Burman children, from 





Mrs Swett, s. ! . 10 06 
For the ransom of a female Burman child 
by Mrs. Batcheller,of Lynn, - - - 2500 
Collectio ns at the monthly meeti 
of the Ist and 2d Baptist ceasehen fer the 
Burman translations, - - - - 1886 
From three frends to the Burman School, 3 00 
From J, Carleton, Esq. - 2 ‘es - Yoo 
From a lady of the Ist Baptist Society in Bos- 
ton, for the education of Burman females, 18 0 
$728 08 
Discount on uncurrent bills, and premium 
for specie paid by J. Carleton, - «= 1005 





Leaving $718 09 





—_—~ 


bute to the above interestin jeet, are informed 
that donations will be received Ty me fae 








[co Boston, and by the ’ Treasurer 
the General Convention, who Will transmit them 
ctually to India. a. accounts of donation’ 


pun 
will be regularly publ 





Erratum.—In the Su 


bscriptions, &c. ublished in our last num J. F. Piper, Esq. Russellville, 
Ky. is credited, by hand of Rev. Mr. Ashton, Phila pe mae een uaeeitas ‘in 
by hand of Rev. S. Huggens, Phifidelphft, from J. F. 


hia, $5 for education purposes— it should be». 
per, 25 for foreign missions. 


